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 “The Lady and the Spider” by Robert Fulghum  Literary Analysis: Tone 

The tone of a literary work is the writer’s attitude toward his or her audience and subject. The tone can often be 
described in one word, such as playful, serious, or humorous. Factors that contribute to the tone are word 
choice, sentence structure, and sentence length. Notice how the writer’s word choice creates a playful tone: 
 

Spiders. Amazing creatures. Been around maybe 350 million years, so they can cope with about anything.      

Sometimes, as in “The Lady and the Spider,” exaggeration and surprising comparisons help create a casual, 
informal tone. Fulghum’s use of contractions, such as that’s and what’s, also adds to the informal tone. 
 
DIRECTIONS: As you read “The Lady and the Spider,” look for details that add to the essay’s informal, playful 
tone. On the chart, write one example of each contributing factor. 
 
Informal word: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Mispronunciation of Spanish: ________________________________________________________________ 

Untranslated Spanish word: _________________________________________________________________ 

Exaggeration: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Humorous idea: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence fragment: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Another informal word: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Contraction: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Reading: Understand the Difference Between 
Fact and Opinion; Use Resources to Check Facts 

To evaluate a work of nonfiction, you must understand the difference between fact and opinion. A fact, unlike 
an opinion, can be proved. An opinion expresses a judgment that can be supported but not proved. For example, 
the statement “Spiders have eight legs” is a fact that can be proved by observation. All you need to do is look at 
a spider. The statement “Spiders are scary” is a judgment based on emotions. You can check facts by using 
resources such as 

• dictionaries  • encyclopedias • reliable Web sites on the Internet  • maps 
 
A. DIRECTIONS: Identify the following passages from “The Lady and the Spider” as fact or opinion. Write F if 
the statement is a fact and O if it is an opinion. 
 
__________1. This is my neighbor. 

__________2. Nice lady. 

__________3. Tries opening the front door without unlocking it. 

__________4. Spiders. Amazing creatures. 

__________5. Been around maybe 350 million years. 
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B. DIRECTIONS: Each statement below contains an error. Name the resource you would consult to check the 
statement. (If you would consult a Web site, write the name of the site.) Then, look up the statement in that 
resource, and rewrite it correctly. 
 
 
1. A spider has six legs. 
Fact-checking resource: _____________________________ Correction: _____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Spiders eat only gnats. 
Fact-checking resource: _____________________________ Correction: _____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. The scientific word describing the class that includes spiders is spelled aracknid. 
Fact-checking resource: _____________________________ Correction: _____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. In temperate climates, 20 species of spiders are dangerous to human beings. 
Fact-checking resource: _____________________________ Correction: _____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 


