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Unit 3: Types of Nonfiction


Big Question Vocabulary—1

The Big Question: What is important to know?

Often, in order to learn about something, we must put in some effort. The words that follow are used to describe that effort.

concept: an idea of how something is or how something should be done

examine: to look carefully at something in order to learn more about it

knowledge: the information and understanding that you have gained through learning and experience

question: a sentence used to ask for information

study: n. a piece of work done to find out more about a subject or problem; v. to watch and examine something carefully over a period of time to find out more about it

DIRECTIONS: Complete the blanks in the story that follows using the vocabulary words above. You will use all of the words, some of them more than once.
Ms. Walsh was asking about some scientific (1) __________________________ that Derrick did not understand. He raised his hand to ask Ms. Walsh a (2) __________________________.

“Yes, Derrick?” Ms. Walsh called on him.

“I do not understand that (3) __________________________ , Ms. Walsh,” Derrick said.

“Well,” said Ms. Walsh, “Let’s (4) __________________________ your (5) _______________________, Derrick. Have you been paying attention to what has been going on in class today?”

Derrick’s face reddened and he shook his head. He had been distracted.

“It’s okay, Derrick,” said Ms. Walsh. “If you (6) __________________________ pages 32–34 in the science textbook tonight, you will gain the same (7) __________________________  that the rest of the class gained in our class discussion today.”

DIRECTIONS: Answer the following question in full sentences, using at least three of the vocabulary words in your answer.
8. You discover an interesting yellow and green insect in your backyard. It is about the size and shape of your pinky finger and it has many legs. You really want to know more about this insect. What do you do?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Big Question Vocabulary—2

The Big Question: What is important to know?

How do we form our opinions? Sometimes our opinions are based on knowledge, and sometimes they are based on an instinct or a feeling. It is important to be open to learning facts that might change your opinion.

distinguish: to recognize or understand the difference between two similar things or 

people

guess: to answer a question or make a judgment without knowing all the facts

judge: to form or give an opinion about something or someone

observe: to watch someone or something carefully in order to learn something

purpose: the aim or result that an activity or event is supposed to achieve

How do you choose your friends?

Write sentences in the chart below describing how some people might choose friends on each basis listed. Use the word in parentheses in your sentences. Put a star next to the way that you like to choose friends.

	Some people choose friends based on:

	1. their hobbies (distinguish)


	

	2. how they look ( judge)


	

	3. what they see others doing or hear them

saying (observe)


	

	4. what they might want to learn from others (purpose)


	

	5. a feeling (guess)
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Big Question Vocabulary—3
The Big Question: What is important to know?

There is so much information available in so many forms that sometimes it is difficult to determine which information is useful to you and which information should be disregarded.
limit: the greatest or least amount of something that is allowed

measure: to judge something’s importance, value, size, weight, or true nature

narrow: limited in scope or amount

refer: to mention or speak about someone or something

source: a person, book, or document that supplies you with information

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage. Then, complete the list below, using the words in parentheses.

You have been assigned a research project. You are to research the state where you live. You get on the Internet and you begin to do your research, but there is so much information! What should you do?

Make a list of strategies to help you figure out what to include.

1. (narrow) In order to make this report manageable, I will ________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

2. (limit, source) When researching, I will make sure to___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

3. (measure) I have to remember to ___________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

4. (refer) I will not ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Additional Unit 3 Vocabulary

Use you textbook’s glossary, Literary Terms glossary, or a dictionary to define the following terms.

1.   organization  ____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  chronological organization  _________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. cause-and-effect organization  _______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

4. comparison-and-contrast organization  ________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

5. author’s influences  _______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

6. author’s style  ____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

7. mood  __________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

8. author’s purpose  _________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

9. historical writing  _________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

10. persuasive writing  _______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

11. descriptive writing  ______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

12. expository writing  _______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

13. narrative writing  ________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

14. visual writing  __________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

15. reflective writing  ________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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