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Learning About Nonfiction 
Nonfiction writing is about real people, places, ideas, and experiences. This chart shows many of the common 
elements and types of nonfiction. 
 

Elements/Types 
of Nonfiction Definitions and Examples 

Organization • chronological: presents details or events in time order 
• cause-and-effect: shows the relationships among events 
• comparison-and-contrast: shows how two or more subjects are alike and different 

Author’s role • An author’s influences include his or her heritage, culture,  
  experiences, and personal beliefs. 
• An author’s style is the way he or she puts ideas into words. 
• The author’s influences and style have a strong impact on the mood,  
   or overall feeling, of the writing. 
• An author’s purpose, or reason, for writing can include to  
  entertain, to inform, to explain how to do something, and to persuade. 

Types • biography and autobiography: life stories of real people 
• letters, journals, and diaries: personal thoughts and reflections 
• media accounts: nonfiction in newspapers, magazines, TV, or radio 
• reference materials/textbooks: information, explanations, instructions 
• essays and articles: short nonfiction that focuses on a particular  
   subject, such as historical accounts, persuasive essays, etc. 

 
DIRECTIONS: Answer the following questions by underlining each correct answer. 
 

1. Which pattern of organization would be best for an article that explains why thunder booms? 
    chronological        cause-and-effect        comparison-and-contrast 

 
2. Which pattern of organization would be best for an article that explains the differences between  
    parrots and parakeets? 
 

    chronological        cause-and-effect       comparison-and-contrast 
 

3. What purpose would an author have for writing a funny article about his dog? 
    to persuade             to entertain             to explain how to do something 
 

4. Where would you be most likely to find a media account of a meeting between leaders? 

    in an encyclopedia         in an essay         in a newspaper 
 

5. Which type of nonfiction would be most likely to contain personal thoughts and reflections? 
 

    a diary             a biography            a reference book 
 
 
 
 

 



Zlata Filipović   Listening and Viewing 
Segment 1: Meet Zlata Filipović 
• What influences helped Zlata Filipović decide to keep a diary? Why do you think it is a good idea to write 
daily in a journal or diary? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Segment 2: Zlata Filipović Introduces Zlata’s Diary 

• How did the content of Zlata’s diary change over time? What do you think you could learn by reading a diary 
written during wartime? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Segment 3: The Writing Process 
• How did Zlata’s diary become a published book? How did the publication of her diary significantly change 
her life? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Segment 4: The Rewards of Writing 

• How do you think Zlata’s journal has had an impact on others? Why is Zlata’s Diary important to society? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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