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from You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown by Clark Gesner 
“Happiness Is a Charming Charlie Brown at Orlando Rep” by Matthew MacDermid 

The Big Question: How do we decide who we are? 
 
Big Question Vocabulary 

      appearance               conscious              custom              diverse              expectations 
      ideals                       individuality         personality        perspective        reaction 
      reflect                      respond                 similar              trend                  unique 
 
A. Use one or more words from the list above to complete each sentence. 

1. It is the ______________________________________ of some people to make snap judgments about others. 

2. People cannot tell what you are really like by just looking at your outward ___________________________. 

3. They should make a ____________________________ effort to get to know what you are like on the inside. 

4. In any case, you should not try to live up to others’ ________________________________________ of you. 

5. Always be true to your own set of ___________________________________________________________. 
 
B. Follow the directions in responding to each of the items below. 
1. In two sentences, give two instances when your first impression of someone turned out to be wrong. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Write two sentences explaining one of the instances above and what it taught you.  Use at least two of the Big 
Question vocabulary words. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. In the drama you will read, Lucy asks questions to find out more about herself. In the nonfiction article, the 
author discusses how the actors embody the characters they play. How does an actor decide who a character 
is? Complete the sentence below. Then, write a short paragraph in which you connect this idea to the Big 
Question. 
 
To play a character successfully, an actor needs to understand certain things about the character, such as 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Literary Analysis:   Author’s Purpose in Drama and Nonfiction 

The author’s purpose is the main reason the author writes a work. The types of details used in the work 
suggest the purpose. An author might have many different reasons for writing, such as 



• to entertain   • to explain a process   • to persuade 
• to inform   • to share an opinion 

 
A. DIRECTIONS: Read each passage, and answer the questions that follow.   
from You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown by Clark Gesner 
 

LUCY. Come on, Linus, answer the question. 
LINUS. (Getting up and facing LUCY) Look, Lucy, I know very well that if I give any sort of honest 
answer to that question you’re going to slug me. 
LUCY. Linus. A survey that is not based on honest answers is like a house that is built on a foundation of 
sand. Would I be spending my time to conduct this survey if I didn’t expect complete candor in all the 
responses? I promise not to slug you. Now what number would you give me as your crabbiness rating? 
LINUS. (After a few moments of interior struggle) Ninety-five. (LUCY sends a straight jab to his jaw 
which lays him out flat) 
LUCY. No decent person could be expected to keep her word with a rating over ninety. (She stalks off, 
busily figuring away on her clipboard). . . 
 

1. What type of details does the author use? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the author’s purpose? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

   from “Happiness Is a Charming Charlie Brown at Orlando Rep” by Matthew MacDermid 
 

However, three performers take their characters to a higher level, stealing the spotlight with every 
opportunity and even chewing a bit of the scenery along the way. Shannon Bilo is a wonder as Lucy, with a 
clarion belt and expert comic timing that seem to go for days. Mark Catlett is outstanding as her kid brother 
Linus, sucking his thumb and doing the tango with his blanket, all the while exuding the mind-numbing 
intelligence of such a youngster. . . . 

 
3. What type of details does the author use? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is the author’s purpose?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Vocabulary Builder 

Word List 

     abundantly        civic         evoking        embody         objectionable        tentatively 
 
A. DIRECTIONS: Provide an answer and an explanation for each question. 



1. If you tentatively answer a question, how sure are you about your answer? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. If someone is objectionable at a party, would the host be likely to invite that person to his next party? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. If you find a lesson to be abundantly clear, how much help would you need to 
understand the material? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. If a movie is evoking laughter, what kind of movie is it? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. If you see objects that embody the ideas of an architect, what are you viewing? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. If you have civic duties, can you be a recluse? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
B. DIRECTIONS: Circle the letter of the word that is most nearly opposite in meaning to the word in 
CAPITAL letters. 
 

__________ 1. OBJECTIONABLE:  A. cautious             B. clever              C. cruel              D. pleasant 

__________ 2. TENTATIVELY:  A. kindly                B. boldly             C. finally            D. justly 

__________ 3. ABUNDANTLY:  A. seriously           B. orderly            C. somewhat       D. readily 

__________ 4. CIVIC:   A. private              B. biased              C. specific          D. illegal 
 


