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“The Lion and the Bulls” by Aesop  “A Crippled Boy” by My-Van Tran 
Literary Analysis: Fables and Folk Tales 

 
      Fables and folk tales are part of the oral tradition of passing songs, stories, and poems from 
generation to generation by word of mouth. 

• Fables are brief stories that teach a lesson or moral. They often feature animal characters. 
• Folk tales feature heroes, adventure, magic, and romance. These stories often entertain  

while teaching a lesson. 
 
DIRECTIONS: Reread “The Lion and the Bulls” and “A Crippled Boy.” Answer the 
following items as you read. 
 
“The Lion and the Bulls” 
1. Who are the main characters in this fable? ________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Which character, if any, is someone you can admire as a hero? ________________________ 
 
3. Give one reason for your answer in question 2. _____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. In your own words, what is the moral or lesson of this fable? __________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

“A Crippled Boy” 
 
5. Who are the main characters in this folk tale? ______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. Which character, if any, is someone you can admire as a hero? ________________________ 
 
7. Give one reason for your answer in question 6. _____________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
8. What lesson about life does this folk tale teach? ____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Cause-and-Effect Relationships 

 
      A cause is an event, an action, or a feeling that produces a result. The result that is produced 
is called an effect. Sometimes an effect is the result of a number of different causes. To help 
you identify the relationships between an event and its causes, reread important passages in the 
work, looking for connections. In some stories, all the causes (the events) lead in one way or 
another to the effect (how the story turns out). 
      You can use a chart like the one below to record events and actions that work together to 
produce an effect. You may need to rearrange the lines and arrows for different works. This 
chart shows you how causes lead to two effects in “The Lion and the Bulls.” 
 
DIRECTIONS: Fill in the missing causes and effect. 
 
1. CAUSE: The lion tries to lure away a bull. 
 
                                                                                              EFFECT A: The bulls are safe 
2. CAUSE: ________________________________ 
 
 
3. CAUSE: The lion thinks of a plan. 
 
 
4. CAUSE: _________________________________              EFFECT B: ______________ 

          _________________________ 

5. CAUSE: _________________________________ 
 

 
  


