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“Why the Tortoise’s Shell Is Not Smooth” by Chinua Achebe   Open-Book Test 
Short Answer Write your responses to the questions in this section on the lines provided.  
 
1. When you preview “Why the Tortoise’s Shell Is Not Smooth,” the title can help you 
set a purpose for reading. What purpose might you set? Explain. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. As you preview “Why the Tortoise’s Shell Is Not Smooth,” you read this sentence: “Once 
upon a time . . . all the birds were invited to a feast in the sky.” What does this tell you about the 
kind of story you will read? 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. In the beginning of “Why the Tortoise’s Shell Is Not Smooth,” how is Tortoise personified? 
Use two examples from the selection. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. When Tortoise asks the birds if he can go to the feast, they say no. But then they agree. What 
does the change show about Tortoise and about the birds? Use details from the story. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Tortoise is very eloquent when he gives a speech at the party. The birds are glad they brought 
him. Why might the birds have been glad? Base your answer on the definition of eloquent. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Tortoise is described as a great orator. How does he use this talent to get what he wants? Use 
the definition of orator in your answer. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 



_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. At the feast in the sky, what human characteristic does Tortoise show when he begins to eat? 
Use details from the story. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

8. As the birds watch Tortoise eat, what human quality do they show? Use details from the 
story. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

9. What lesson is taught by “Why the Tortoise’s Shell Is Not Smooth”? Support your answer 
with details from the story. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

10. Parrot’s actions show his human qualities in “Why the Tortoise’s Shell Is Not Smooth.” The 
first column shows Parrot’s actions. In the second column, write the characteristic he displays 
with each action. On the line below, explain whether you think Parrot’s actions were 
appropriate. 
 

PARROT’S ACTIONS HUMAN CHARACTERISTIC 
Agrees to take message 
 
 
 
 

 

Changes message 
 
 
 
 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 


