What is an analogy?
An analogy is a relationship between one pair of words that helps to form the same relationship in the
second pair of words. An analogy shows similarities, or things in common, between a pair of words.

How do you read an analogy?
Analogies are usually written in the following form:

annoy 1s to irritate as dusk is to twilight

annoy : irritate :: dusk : twilight
What types of relationships can analogies have?
1. Purpose One word in the pair shows the purpose of the other word (scissors : cut)

knife is to cut as copy machine is to
a. duplicate b. paper c. copies d. office

bicycle is to ride as glass is to

a. dishes b. dinner c¢. drink d. break
hat: cover :: eraser :
a. chalkboard b. pencil c. mistake d. erase
2. Antonyms The words are opposites (light : dark)

scream is to whisper as fearless is to
a. frightened b. stiff c. floppy d. brave

east is to west as vanish is to
a. forbid b. leave c. appear d. close

early : late :: seldom :
a. rarely b. nowhere c. hasty d. often

3. Part / Whole One word in the part is a part; the other is a whole (leg : body)

shoestring is to shoe as brim is to
a. cup b. shades c. hat d. scarf

egg is to yolk as branch is to
a. stream b. lawn c. office d. tree

chicken : farm :: giraffe :
a. animal b. zoo c. tall d. stripes

4. Action/ Object One word in the pair involves an action with or to an object (fly : airplane)

mow is to grass as shear is to
a. cut b. fleece c. sheep d. barber



rod is to fishing as gun is to
a. police b. crime c. shoot d. hunting

ship : captain :: airplane :
a. fly b. airport c. pilot d. passenger

5. Association One word in the pair is what you think of or associate when you see the other (cow : milk)

flowers are to spring as leaves are to
a. rakes b. trees c. fall d. green

ham is to eggs as butter is to
a. fat b. toast c. breakfast d. spread

bat : swing :: ball :
a. throw b. dance c. base d. soft

6. Object / Location One word in the pair tells the location of where the other word, and object, is found.
(car : garage)

grape is to vine as banana is to
a. stem b. tree c. bush d. monkey

soldier is to barracks as student is to
a. camp b. dormitory c. army d. homework

train : track :: automobile :
a. train b. highway c. car d. engine

7. Synonyms The words are synonyms or mean the same things. (small : tiny)

begin is to start as trash is to
a. clean b. rubbish c. sweep d. contract

smirk is to smile as cautious is to
a. grin b. careful c. caution d. careless

defeat : conquer :: legal :
a. wrong b. defend c. lawful d. illegal

8. Homophones The words are homophones or each set of words sound the same. (bear : bare)

idle is to idol as compliment is to
a. common b. complement c. complete d. praise

faint is to feint as sensor is to
a. sensible b. cents c. censor d. fade

ark : ark :: colonel :
a. kernel b. column c. curve d. captain



