Unit One Vocabulary Words Green Level

Chapter 1
detriment (&"tro-mont) noun

-something that causes damage, harm, or lossadwiatage
Loni’s purple hair may be @etriment when she goes for a job interview.

dexterous (&ks tor-os) adjective
-skillful in using hands and bpdy
The juggle was so dexterous that he managed fofikeeballs in motion at once.

discretion (#skrésh’an) noun
-good judgement or tact in actions or speakingpdggense
Ali wasn’t using muclhdiscretion when he passed a police car at eighty miles an hou

facetious @#-se”shos) adjective
-humorous; playfully joking; funny
My boss always says, “You don’t have to be crazyork here, but it helps.” | hope he is being
facetious

gregarious (grgarc-as) adjective
-sociable; enjoying and seeking the company oérsth outgoing
Melissa is s@regariousthat she wants to be with other people even whefs studying.

optimum bp’to-mom) adjective
-best possible; most favorable; most desiraldeal
The road was so very icy that thptimum driving speed was about ten miles an hour.

ostentatious o6 tn-ta shos) adjective
-meant to impress others; flashy; showy
My show-ff aunt has sonm@stentatiousjewelry, such as a gold bracelet that's so heaeycsan hardly
lift her arm.

scrupulous  (ski pya-las) adjective
-careful about moral standards; conscientiousic&th
The judge wascrupulous about never accepting a bribe or allowing a paktineat to influence his
decisions.

sensory & x-r8) adjective
-having to do with seeing, hearing, feeling, tagtior smelling; of the senses
Since ourlsensoryexperiences are interrelated, what we taste elgrmfluences by what we smell.

vicarious (w-kéar'e-os) adjective
-experienced through the imagination; not expeedrdirectly; indirectly
| don't like to take risks myself, but | love thricarious thrill of watching death-defying adventures in a
movie.

Chapter 2
collaborate  (k-lab"o-rat) verb

-to work together on a project; cooperate in daoref
When Sarah and | were askeatdlaborate on an article for the school newspaper, we fotdkfficult
to work together.



despondent  {espon”dont) adjective
-downhearted; hopeless; overwhelmed with sadness
Devon becomedespondenttoo easily. If he gets one bad grade, he lodé¢®pk of succeeding in
school.

instigate in"sb-gat") verb
-to bring about by moving to action; stir up
The rock group’s violent performanuestigated a riot in the audience.

resilient (F-zil"yont) adjective
-able to recover quickly from harm, illness, orsfortune
Children can be amazingtgsilient. Having faced sad and frightening experiencesy tiiten bounce
back to their normal cheerful selves.

retrospect @ tro-spekt”) adjective
-reviewing the past; considering past events
After hobbling around on her broken foot for a Wéefore seeing a doctor, Maw then needed surgery.
In retrospect, it's clear she should have gotten help sooner.
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rudimentary @ do-mén‘tor-¢)  adjective
-fundamental; necessary to learn first
A grammar book usually starts withdimentary skills, such as identifying nouns and verbs.

scoff (skof) verb
-to make fun of; mock; refuse to take seriouslysidiaccule
Tonyscoffedat reports that a hurricane was coming until lve th& winds knocking down trees and
overturning cars.

squelch (skwich) verb
-to silence or suppress; crush; to hold back
My history teacher shot me a dirty look duringsslavhen | couldn’t quite managedguelcha burp.

venerate (&N or-at’) verb
-to respect deeply; revere; to honor
The guests at our dean’s retirement banquet matksar that theyeneratedher; when she entered the
room, everyone rose.

zealot (2l ot) noun
-a person totally devoted to a purpose or cause
Annie, azealotabout health, runs a hundred miles a week and hetgea grain of sugar touch her lips.

Chapter 3

ambiguous  {m-big" y556-2s) adjective
-able to be interpreted in more than one way; tezrc
Lee left anambiguousmessage on my answering machine: “Meet me avéeae@tlock.” | couldn’t
tell whether he meant noon or midnight.

dissident (85"o-dont) noun
-a person opposed to established ideas or betigecially in politics or religion; a rebel
Somedissidentsin the Catholic church favor such changes as afigwomen to be priests and
allowing priests to marry.



embellish ¢m-bel ish) verb
-to decorate; beautify by adding details
Laurenembellishedthe door of her locker with postcards from hegrids and photos of her cat.

fritter (frit"ar) verb
-to spend or waste a little at a time
| thought that my little sister woullditter away her entire allowance on M&M’s, but instead of
wasting her money, she put it in her piggy bank.

inadvertent  ip-ad-var't'nt) adjective
-unintentional; accidental; not intended
Alexander Fleming’s discovery of penicillin wamdvertent. He forgot to cover a dish of
bacteria, and some mold got into it. The next dgming found that the mold had killed the baeteri

inane {n-an’) adjective
-without sense or meaning; foolish; silly
The conversation at the party waane, consisting mainly of foolish comments about whole¢hes
were the most "awesome.”

juxtapose (iks b-po2") verb
-to place close together, especially in order tmgare or contrast; side by side
Dottie spread her new dress out on her bed anduk&posedall her scarves and jackets to it to see
which combination would look best.

lethargy (Bth"ar-je) noun
-a great lack of energy; inactivity due to lazmes
With the hot weathetethargy descended upon the class. The students haddrsiayling awake, and
even the instructor gazed dreamily out the window.

sporadic (spradik) adjective
-happening now and then; occasional; irregular
It rained continuously until noon. After that, tavere onlysporadic showers.

subsidize (8b"s0-diz) verb
-to support financially; to pay for
During college, many students angbsidizedby their parents, while others rely on grantsoank.

Chapter 4
berate (B-rat") verb

-to criticize or scold harshly, angrily
Gemma can accept reasonable criticism, but sheipset when her boserated her loudly
in front of everyone else in the office.

estrange &stranj’) verb
-to make unsympathetic or unfriendly; alienategtiove away
My cousin’s recent moodiness hestrangedsome of his old friends.

euphoric (po-forik) adjective
-overjoyed; having an intense feeling of well-beingry happy
| waseuphoric when | received my grades. To my amazement andhey were all A’s and
B’s.



impetuous  ifn-péch 66-9S) adjective
-done or acting in a hurry, with little thought; puisive; impulsive
Children tend to bempetuousand often don’t think about the consequenceseaif dctions.
For instance, they'll throw snowballs at passing a@thout worrying about causing an
accident.

infallible (in-fal"o-bal) adjective
-not capable of error or failure; unable to makristake; perfect
Computers areninfallible . If you put the wrong data into a computer, ybgét the wrong
answers.

maudlin (modiin) adjective
-tearfully sentimental; overly emotional
The author omaudlin soap operas must feel that they haven’t done jiieiunless viewers
are crying by the end of each show.

regress @-grés’) verb
-to return to an earlier, generally worse, cowditor behavior; to go backward
Adolescents under stress sometimes regress tasthikdhys: dependency, temper tantrums,
and silliness.

relinquish (r-ling kwish) verb
-to surrender (something); give (something) upyisdd
Donna had teelinquish her share in the beach house because she coaifimtt it
anymore.

ubiquitous  (¥o-biki woa-tas) adjective
-existing or seeming to exist everywhere at thmestime; found everywhere
We postponed our plan to drive home on Sunday lsecaulense fog wabiquitous. It
covered the entire town.

zenith (2"nith) noun
-the highest point or condition; peak
Maya reached theenith of her career when she became president of Acduets

Chapter 5
charlatan (shéi-ton) noun

-a fake; a person who falsely claims to have sqmeeial skill or knowledge; a con artist
My grandmother once bought a “magnetic box” frooharlatan who assured her that it would
for her arthritis. Of course, the box was wortkles

corroborate  (k-rob’o-rat’) verb
-to support; strengthen with further evidence; mevproof of; to confirm
Sid says he saw a flying saucer in the park, budneelse in the ear has come forward to
corroborate his account.

disseminate  (@-£m’o-nat’) verb
-to spread or scatter widely; distribute
Champagne workers went all over the cityltsseminatepamphlets and flyers about their
candidate.



diverge(d-varj") verb
-to branch off in different directions from the sastarting point; to become different; to go in
different direction
The brothers’ patldiverged greatly. One became a famous lawyer, and the etiged up in
jail for armed robbery.

dormant (d6r” rant) adjective
-inactive; alive but not actively growing, as isleep
Many insects lay eggs that remaiormant all winter and do not hatch until spring, in the
warmer weather.

hoist (hoist) verb
-to lift, especially with some mechanical mearike h cable; to raise
So far, the attempts twist the wreckage of the jetliner from the ocean floave been
unsuccessful.

illicit (il-lis’1t) adjective
-illegal; unlawful
Years ofillicit activities resulted in Gene’s sentenced to setife germ in prison.

irrevocable  {r-rév’o-ko-bal) adjective
-not able to be canceled or undone; irreversible
Patty would like to break off her engagement tosr&te but she feels that her promise to marry
him isirrevocable.

precipitate (pE-sip o-tat”) verb
-to cause to happen quickly, suddenly, or soohan £xpected; to bring on
Mark’s search for a larger house wasecipitated by his marriage to a woman with four
children.

proliferation (p6-lif'ar-a’shon)  noun
-a rabid spread or increase
Hannah's doctor’s hope that chemotherapy will tiadtproliferation of cancer cells in her body.



