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the earth tremb]cd and spht opcn
When he struck the sea, waves
rose mountains high and the

. winds howled, wrecking ships

on the shores, but when he was
\ ina calm mood, he would
stretch out his hand and still the
sea and raise new lands out of
8 the water. Poseidon was also a
powerful and wrathful god,
restless as the sea, which was his home. To the
Greeks, whose land was nearly surrounded by
water, he was important because in his good
moods he protected navigation and commerce.

Hades: God of the Underworld

Hades, lord of the dead, was a gloomy god
of few words. Mortals feared him so much that
they did not dare mention his name, for they might
attract his attention and he might send for them.
Instead of Hades they called him the Rich One,
and indeed, rich he was. All the treasures in the
ground belonged to him. They called him the
Hospitable One, for in his desolate underground
realm he always had room for another dead soul.

Hermes, messenger of the gods, guided the
souls of the dead down to the brink of the river
Styx, a murky, stagnant river that flowed around
the underworld, There Hermes left them in the

care of the ferryman Charon.
If they had money to pay their
fare, Charon set them
across. If not, he

: SRS refused to take them,
for he was greedy Those who could not pay had
to wander about until they found the pauper’s
entrance to Hades.

Sooner or later, all mortals came to Hades.
Once inside his realm, they whirled about forever
like dry leaves in a cold autumn wind. Cerberus,
the three-headed watchdog of the underworld,
stood at the gate. He let the dead souls enter, but

chariot. Needing a wife who would be at home in
the sea, he approached Amphirite the Nereid (a
sea nymph). She found Poseidon repugnant and
fled, but he sent Delphinus to plead his case.
Delphinus did so well pleading, that Amphirite
yielded and consented to the marriage. Gratefully,
Poseidon set Delphinus’s image among the stars
as the constellation, the Dolphin.

Poseidon was rarely home. He was a
restless god and loved to race the waves with his
team nh snow-white horses. It was said he created
the horse in the shape of breaking waves. Like his
brother Zeus, Poseidon had many wives and many
children, but Amphirite was not a jealous wife like
Hera.

once past his gnashing teeth and spiked tail, they
could never go out again.

Hades lived in a dark and gloomy palace
with his ice-cold queen, Persephone. She was
beautiful, but as silent and somber as her husband,
for she was unhappy.
She had not come to
rule the joyless
underworld on her own
free will, but had been
kidnapped by Hades
himself.

The Greeks
believed that he
protected the harvests,
and they knew that his kingdom yielded great
riches in minerals and metals. Hades acted merely
as the custodian of the dead; it was not his role to
decide the fate of those who came into his domain.
Three judges did that. Since he offered no threat
of punishment and he almost never left the
underworld, the fear of him was just a reflection of
the fear of death. For the Greeks, the afterlife
offered little reward, even for those whose life on
earth had been exemplary.




