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Teresa Vanover works on paperwork which is an important part of her responsibilities. She also answers many questions about the status of Indi-

vidual Educational Plans for students. (below) Vanover works closely with Beth Cordry Hookstra, special education director. 

employee of the month 

Vanover named Employee of  the Month 
Teresa Vanover, special education 

secretary, is the March employee of the 

month. 

“Teresa is the unsung hero of the 

SPED department. She came into a job 

with a very tough spot to fill! Not only 

did she step into a huge learning curve 

but she has done so with no com-

plaints,” said her nominator.  

Teresa is always available to SPED 

staff and never makes people feel bad 

for asking questions they should cer-

tainly know the answer to, by now.  

She responds promptly to emails and 

phone calls and is always willing to 

help out. “I can’t imagine how many 

phone calls she gets per day for the 

same IEP questions,” said her nomina-

tor. 

“That leads me to my second point – 

IEP’s. Yikes! I cannot imagine how 

many IEP’s roll across Teresa’s desk 

every week,” said the nomination.    

Although she sees hundreds of IEP’s a 

year, she is still always willing to help 

out with IEP paperwork. She never 

sounds upset or annoyed when she is 

called for the fifth time in a week. 

“I know that I can ask Teresa to help 

me with anything and she’ll do it. She 

is a great member of the SPED depart-

ment, one that the department couldn’t 

function without,” said her nominator. 

http://www.beatricepublicschools.org/vcalendar/


hands on learning 

Third graders are Scientists for a Week 
Each week third graders at Stoddard get 

to observe a scientist doing an experi-

ment.  The scientist is one of their class-

mates. 

Each Tuesday students eagerly await 

the Scientist of the Week. It is the Stu-

dent Scientist’s job to find an experiment, 

gather the supplies and then present it to 

the class.  

Third grade teacher Lori Bunch devel-

oped the idea. “The students select and 

perform a simple experiment in front of 

the class,” said Bunch, “the student is 

expected to be an expert on the project 

and be able to relate and discuss the sci-

ence behind the project.” She said the 

students love to share when it is their 

turn. 

Bunch had several goals when develop-

ing this project. “I hope students learn to 

stay curious and wonder why certain 

things happen,” said Bunch, “I think stu-

dents learn to problem solve, plan and 

work on their public speaking with the 

activity.” She said even if the experiment 

does not work, the students can still learn. 

“This kind of activity is hands on and 

student driven. As future scientists the 

class also talks about the difference be-

tween an activity and an experiment. “An 

experiment works on collecting data, 

making observations, questioning and 

writing down our findings,” said Bunch. 

After the class watches the scientist per-

form the experiment they record in their 

science notebook the supplies, favorite 

parts and illustrations. 

She says the activity has several bene-

fits for students. “I feel this type of activi-

ty helps them problem solve and discover. 

In science we need people who are excit-

ed and curious. I also hope they under-

stand science needs to be social and we 

need to keep collecting, observing and 

questioning. 

Bunch considers this new approach to 

science a success. “I am so excited about 

how well they all did.” 



stake your claim stake your claim 

They first staked their claim with Beatrice Public Schools and are now making a difference every day 

Belding proves you can come home 
‘College is often considered the gateway to the real 

world, but the education that I received through the Be-

atrice Public School system was the winding (and often 

bumpy) highway that got me to that point.  Mathematics 

and chemistry are a huge part of my daily life, but it was 

not necessarily those individual facts and concepts that 

helped me through college and my professional career.  

The biggest takeaway for me was the ability to effectively communicate 

in a written and verbal context.  From writing hundreds of essays in 

college to eventually running my own business, the ability to communi-

cate played a pivotal role.  I know it sounds a bit cliché, but my in-

volvement in advanced course work, sports and various club activities 

also taught me the value of hard work and dedication.’ 

Bryon Belding 

Byron Belding explains the beer making process at the opening activity at Stone Hollow Brewing Company. 

during renovation. It dates back about a 

100 years.” 

“We’re using the old coolers from the 

grocery story as storage for the beer 

which has tubes running to the bar up-

stairs,” Belding said. 

After graduating from UNL he 

worked as a Mental Health Specialist 

for Community Mental Health Center 

Bryon Belding recently began work in 

his hometown as operational manager, 

part owner and brew master at the newly 

opened Stone Hollow Brewing Company 

in Beatrice.  

He turned his beer making hobby into a 

career. “I have spent thousands of hours 

learning about this hobby, but there is not 

a day that goes by where I’m not learning 

something new.” 

“I have found that brewing beer is both 

an art and a science.  It is where culinary 

creativity coincides with chemistry and 

biology.  I could be trying to formulate a 

recipe for a beer that has never been 

made, and a few minutes later I might 

find myself sitting behind a microscope 

counting yeast cells to ensure a healthy 

fermentation,” said Belding. 

Belding was a home brewer and Nation-

al Beer Judge in his spare time before 

accepting an offer to become a full-time 

brew master. 

Stone Hollow at 301 Court St. was built 

in the 1880s and was originally a saloon. 

“Somewhere around 1917 the grocery 

story used the street level floor of the 

building,” said Belding.. “We found all 

kinds of interesting things including the 

attorney’s sign that hangs in the hallway, 

of Lancaster County. He also earned a 

Master of Forensic Science degree from 

Nebraska Wesleyan University during 

this time. 

He then worked as a Network Manage-

ment Specialist for Magellan Behavioral 

Health at Magellan Behavioral Health 

and Centene Corporation. 

Bryon Belding, class of 1997 
Beatrice Public Schools All-Stars 
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Upcoming Meetings 

May 13,  7 p.m. 

Board of Education Meeting 

Special education secretary Teresa 

Vanover was recognized as the March 

Employee of the Month. She received a 

plaque and $50 in Chamber Bucks. 

Staff Recognition 
Grand Lodge of Nebraska-Masons 

presented a Grand Lodge of Nebraska 

Masons Award to the middle school for 

their recent work with the CHIP pro-

gram. The CHIP program is a student 

identification program that was re-

instituted and includes finger printing, 

dental records, height, weight and many 

other identifying characteristics. Staff 

members recognized for their work on 

this project were  Secretary Annette 

Barnard,  Special education teacher 

Mark McCallister,  Assistant Principal 

Pam Henning and Principal John Jarosh. 

High school band instructor Andrew 

Johnson recognized Darren Lojo, mid-

dle school band instructor for being the 

recipient of the Jack R. Snider Young 

Band Director Award. 

Special education director Beth Cord-

ry-Hookstra recognized Lillian Czar-

nick for being this year’s special educa-

tion Para of the Year. “She received 

multiple nominations noting that she 

goes above and beyond her scope of 

duties to assist students,” said Cordry-

Hookstra, “and students enjoy and also 

respect her.”  

 

Student Recognition 
Fifth grader Jorja Boller was recog-

nized for her Prudential Spirit of Com-

munity Award by Kevin Janssen, princi-

pal at Stoddard Elementary. He said 

Boller represents exactly what Orange-

men pride is all about. The award 

earned her a scholarship and a trip to 

Washington, D.C. in May. “Jorja mod-

els a great student who holds herself to 

a high expectations and is always will-

ing to help out,” said Janssen. 

 

Student Update 
Student Board member Hannah Rinne 

congratulated state swimming and div-

ing qualifiers. She said last week stu-

dents were inducted into the National 

Honor Society. 

She also said show choir season has 

ended with the last performances on 

Saturday in Sloan, Iowa. The high 

school is preparing for prom. 

Zander Wells qualified for the state 

speech meet. Rinne also said the high 

school now has its own Hope Squad. 

 

Committee of the Whole 
Doris Martin said the Committee of the 

Whole met on Feb. 28 and the following 

topics were discussed: policy update and 

land easements by Superintendent Jason 

Alexander, and a master facility planning 

update by Alexander and Assistant Su-

perintendent Dr. Jackie Nielsen. The 

meeting ended with a budget update by 

Alexander. 

 

Public Forum 
Scott Knispel and Terry Stake, on behalf 

of the Nebraska Lodge 26 expressed their 

appreciation to the middle school staff for 

its work with the CHIP program. Knispel 

expressed appreciation to the staff for all 

their efforts and legwork to help accom-

plish this project. 

Discussion 
Alexander  told the board that in the 

event that a reduction in force is needed 

in the future, the paragraph regarding 

teacher evaluations should be removed 

from this policy as employee evalua-

tions are not part of the RIF process. 

Action  
Approval was given to the agreement 

with the Beatrice Educational Founda-

tion for the renovation of the locker 

room into the BEF office. 

Approval was also given to appraisals 

from the Nebraska Department of 

Transportation for the biking/hiking 

trail. 

Administrator’s Report 
Missy Timmerman, preschool princi-

pal, shared a handout that included sta-

tistics on the advantages of early child-

hood education. 

She said that as of today preschool 

enrollment for the 2019-20 school year 

is at 198 students which is ahead of reg-

istration numbers at this time last year. 

Superintendent’s Report 
Alexander reminded the board of the 

upcoming accreditation visit and events 

that board members are invited to at-

tend. 

Next Meetings 
The Committee of the Whole meeting 

will be April 25 at the Central Admin-

istration Building. 

The next board meeting will be on 

May 13 at 7 p.m. at the Central Admin-

istration Building.  

Board approves  agreement for renovation 

April 25,  6 p.m. 

Committee of the Whole  Meeting 


