
The Joys of Gardening 
Page 4 

On the Inside 

January 2019 



in the know 

Keep track of what is going on in Beatrice Public Schools.  

Go to http://www.beatricepublicschools.org/vcalendar/ 

Like us on Facebook 

www.beatricepublicschools.org  

Salome Dodge works with a student during her planning period at the high school. 

employee of the month 

Dodge named Employee of  the Month 
Salome Ausin-Dodge was the Decem-

ber Employee of the Month. 
Her nominator said, “I have had the 

opportunity to work indirectly with Salo-
me for several years now.  Not only is 
she one of the Spanish teachers at the 
High School, but she works with our 
English Learner (EL) population in the 
District, on top of her regular duties. I 
have watched our EL population go up 
and down over the last 15 or so years, 
and she always attacks her job duties 
with a positive attitude.” 

“As she juggles the needs of all of the 
EL learners and runs from building to 
building providing services,” her nomina-
tor said, “she may be overwhelmed at 
times. However, the needs of the students 
are always at the forefront of her focus. 
She works to assess each child, determine 
the educational path, share strategies with 
teachers, and provide each child with an 

Individual Learning Plan. She works dili-
gently to ensure that our EL students have 
the accommodations necessary to be suc-
cessful with the English language.”  

Ausin-Dodge also provides a rich class-
room experience for the higher level 
Spanish students. She provides a variety 
of learning opportunities, uses proven 
instructional strategies, differentiates in-
struction for the various levels of under-
standing of her students and truly cares 
about each individual student in her 
class.  Ausin-Dodge works hard to assure 
students are learning Spanish at a high 
level. She is a professional educator, a 
great team member, works well with oth-
er teachers and leads a very productive 
PLC team at BHS.  

One student described Ausin-Dodge as 
always willing to help, energetic in the 
classroom, and always providing a variety 
of activities to keep the class interest-

ing.  Students enjoy doing Senor Wooly 
which is listening to Spanish music vide-
os and answering questions to demon-
strate comprehension.  Students also use 
Flip Grid, a video technology tool, to rec-
ord themselves speaking.  One student 
said one of the most challenging activities 
is reading a chapter book in Spanish.  
Ausin-Dodge shares photos and stories of 
life in Spain.  One other favorite activity 
in the classroom is learning about and 
celebrating holidays.  Dia De Los Muer-
tos is one of the student’s favorites. Ausin
-Dodge teaches at a high level, and class-
room engagement is excellent. 

“Salome is a wonderful advocate for not 
only our high school Spanish students but 
also our district EL learners. She is a 
great asset to our District and maintains a 
positive approach, which she brings to 
BHS each day,” said her nominator. 
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hands on learning 

Hands-on           

activities involve 

reading students 
Students in Erin Trusty’s Reading 

Class learn to follow directions the 

moment they walk into her classroom 

but they do not even know it. Each 

day the class starts with a online 

drawing lesson. “It gets them settled 

in and is great at helping them follow 

directions,” said Trusty.  

The skill lesson was on figurative 

language. First Trusty reviewed fig-

urative language, gave examples and 

then students were asked to find an 

example in the book they are reading. 

Using the Chromebook students post-

ed it on an electronic sticky note and 

all the examples were posted so stu-

dents could discuss them. 

(above) Students begin Reading class 

with an art lesson. (right) Each student 

was asked to find an example of figura-

tive language and then post it so all the 

examples could be viewed. (below right) 

Students look for examples of figurative 

language in Petey by Ben Mikealsen, the 

novel they are currently reading. 



(clockwise) Two 

BLAST@Stoddard students 

clean out pumpkins. Site 

supervisor Diane and a stu-

dent water the pumpkins they 

filled with soil and pumpkin 

seeds to see if they could 

grow pumpkins. A 

BLAST@Lincoln student feels 

soil before it is used to fill 

trays for the vertical grow 

station. BLAST@Lincoln 

students taste the micro-

greens they grew. 

BLAST@Lincoln students 

watch their first crop of mi-

cro-greens. BLAST@Lincoln 

students show off their first 

crop. Students were able to 

taste and had some to take 

home. 

hands on learning 

BLAST students develop gardening skills 



stake your claim stake your claim 

They first staked their claim with Beatrice Public Schools and are now making a difference every day 

Byars finds success as pastor, professor 
“My wife (Susan Rhodes Byars) and I both believe 

that we were excellently prepared for higher educa-

tion by our experience in the Beatrice Public Schools. 

One of the things we value most was the care with 

which we were taught to express ourselves both in 

speech and in writing. When I went to college, I tested 

out of freshman year English. We had already been 

taught about how to write a serious paper, complete with footnotes and 

bibliography! That skill, and related ones, we learned from people like 

Grace Souther and Zelda Stevens. Mrs. Fairchild was an effective 

teacher of Speech, and also taught us how to perform on stage. Those 

skills turned out to be useful to both of us, first during a number of 

years of higher education, and later in my profession first as a pastor 

and then as a professor’. 

Ron Byars 

(left) Ron Byars works in his office in Lexington, Kentucky. 

over the U.S. and Canada. 

Many of the skills required to 

do these sorts of things I ac-

quired early, in the Beatrice 

Public Schools. “I have not 

lost my passion for learning or 

Ron Byars is a retired Pres-

byterian minister and Profes-

sor at Union Presbyterian 

Seminary in Richmond, Vir-

ginia. 

He served several pastorates 

in the Presbyterian Church 

(USA) in Michigan and in 

Lexington, Kentucky.  

In 1999 Byars was recruited 

to become a tenured Professor 

at Union Presbyterian. After 

retiring from teaching, he 

served for four years as a Spe-

cial Assistant to the President 

of the Seminary during a time 

of transition. 

“Teaching brought with it 

the expectation of publica-

tion,” said Byars. He has writ-

ten eight books with another to 

be published in 2019, in addi-

tion to hundreds of book re-

views and many articles. “My 

writing is directed both toward 

the church and the theological 

academy,” said Byars. 

Serving as a faculty member 

also resulted in many invita-

tions to teach and preach in a 

variety of settings scattered 

my desire to communicate 

what I have learned,” said 

Byars, “there are many teach-

ers in addition to those I have 

named who have sparked that 

passion and for whom I con-

Ron Byars, class of 1955 
Beatrice Public Schools All-Stars 

tinue to be grateful.” 

After graduation from UNL, 

he received another degree 

from Yale Divinity School, 

and later a Ph.D. in History 

from Michigan State. His 

wife, Susan Rhodes Byars is 

also a Beatrice graduate. 

Books by                   

Ronald Byars 

The Sacraments in      

Biblical Perspective 

The Future of     

Protestant Worship 

What Language          

Shall I Borrow? 

Christian Worship 

Lift Your Hearts on High 

Finding Our Balance 

The Bread of Life 

Come and See 

Believer on Sunday, 

Atheist by Thursday: Is 

Faith Still Possible? 
Set to be released in Sept. 2019 
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Janet Byars 

Erin Chadwick 

Doris Martin, Vice-President 

Lisa Pieper 

Eric Trusty 

Steve Winter 

Jon Zimmerman, President 

Jason Alexander,  Superintendent 

Beatrice Public Schools 
Board of Education 

Upcoming Meetings 

Feb. 11,  7 p.m. 

Board of Education Meeting 

Spanish teacher Salome Dodge was 

recognized as the December Employee 

of the Month. She received a plaque and 

$50 in Chamber Bucks. 

Jason Alexander recognized Nancy 

Sedlacek for her six years of service to 

the Board. He thanked her for her com-

mitment to the district and for keeping 

kids first in decision making. 

 

Athletic Director Neal Randel recog-

nized Olivia Aden and Abby Barnard 

for being named to the Class B All-

State first team for softball. The softball 

team was recognized for ending the sea-

son as state runner up with a 30-9 rec-

ord. Twelve team members were named 

to the academic all-state team. 

Student Report 
Hannah Rinne gave updates on winter 

sports, choral concerts, all-state music 

selections, and the science club. 

Committee of the Whole 

Vice-President Doris Martin said sever-

al items were discussed at the COW meet-

ing on Nov. 19 including a bus grant up-

date by Jason Alexander and Tyler Cox; 

the 2019-20 school calendar by Dr. Jackie 

Nielsen; the superintendent evaluation 

and board retreat by Alexander. 

School, Community & Staff 
Janet Byars said the committee met on 

Dec. 5 with the administrators. Infor-

mation was shared by administrators on 

the “One School, One Family” motto, the 

instructional model, collaboration among 

elementary staff, the BLAST program, 

goal development, changes with Head 

Start, special education numbers, and 

high reliability schools. It was decided 

that the committee and administrators 

would only meet if either party requests 

such in the future. 

 

 Discussion 
Alexander noted on the second reading 

of  Policy 9110, Number of  Members, 

Terms of Office and Vacancies is needed 

to reflect the decision of the board to 

move to seven members. 

Action 
Nielsen shared two options for the 

2019-20 school calendar. One of the 

main differences between the two ver-

sions was an extra day for Thanksgiv-

ing break at the request of staff. The 

calendar with an extra day at Thanks-

giving was passed. 

Approval was also given to allow the 

superintendent to enter into a contract/

lease agreement for a new activity bus. 

Alexander said the bus must be ordered 

by the end of the year to take advantage 

of the $42,000 grant. He was also 

pleased to share that an additional 

$50,000 grant was awarded from the 

Margaret and Martha Thomas Founda-

tion. Alexander shared that the cost to 

the district after the grants are awarded 

for a new activity bus will be approxi-

mately $75,000. 

The board also renewed the superin-

tendent’s contract. 

Superintendent’s Report 
Superintendent Jason Alexander said 

one of the speech language pathologists 

is leaving at the end of first semester. 

The position is currently being adver-

tised. 

He also said that classified staff were 

honored at last week’s first home bas-

ketball game with free admission and 

half-time recognition. 

Alexander said a luncheon is being 

hosted on Wednesday to share infor-

mation with local businesses on the po-

tential video board project to determine 

if there is interest. 

He also said the district has received 

the final 2018 farm report. 

 

Next Meetings 
The Committee of the Whole meeting 

will be Jan 25 at the Central Admin-

istration Building. 

The next board meeting will be on 

Feb. 11 at 7 p.m. at the Central Admin-

istration Building.  

Sedlacek recognized for her commitment 

Jan. 25,  6 p.m. 

Committee of the Whole  Meeting 

 Student board representative Hannah Rinne answers a question at the state school board confer-

ence. She was one of seven students selected from Nebraska to be on the panel. 


