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their book, or working on the chrome 
books. 

Many kids share how reading class is 
the quickest class of the day because she 

Thornburg named Employee of  the Month 

Becoming one of the best in the nation 
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One aspect of the Strategic Plan is to 

“ensure effective communication in order 
to unite all members of our partnership in 
achieving our mission and objective.” 

Each month the Beat will select one 
strategy along with a specific result and 
focus on one Action Step that has been 
completed. 

Strategy I: We will enhance each stu-
dent’s educational journey by creating 
compelling and innovative learning expe-
riences, promoting individual goals, inter-
ests, and aspirations. 

Specific Result: Increase student and 

faculty engagement by developing com-
pelling and innovative learning experi-
ences. 

On March 10, approximately 34 special 
education paras attended the in-service 
training. The topics included: presenta-
tions by paras from the Nebraska Para 

Connie Thornburg, Middle School 
Reading teacher, is the February Em-
ployee of the Month.  

 
Connie is an amazing teacher accord-

ing to her nominator. She keeps the kids 
engaged the entire period with her crea-
tive and thought provoking activities. 
She spends countless hours working on 
helping kids to enjoy reading, to think 
about how they can make a difference in 
their community, and to just become 
positive members of society. 

 
When you walk in to her classroom, 

you instantly feel the buzz of activity. 
Kids are engaged with one another 
through pairing and sharing, listening to 
different class members’ perspectives on 
books, sharing thought provoking tags in 

a monthly electronic bulletin board with news, salutes and more 

Conference, Sensory/Occupational Ther-
apy, Behavior, Child Abuse, Oppositional 
Defiant Disorder, and Stress Relief. Do-
nuts and door prizes were provided by 
John Coffey of Family Heritage Insur-
ance. The in-service ended with everyone 
making their own stress reliever balls/
bottle.  

Connie Thornburg reads to her students.  

Margaret Klassen and 

Inez Trauernicht 

enjoying some "stress 

relief" to end the day. 

keeps it so entertaining. Kids who strug-
gle often share how Connie has helped 
them get interested in reading more than 
previous experiences have. They often 
credit her with being the first book they 
have read in its entirety since early ele-
mentary. 

Connie is an asset to the building. She 
pitches in on a moment’s notice to help 
other staff members. She attends profes-
sional development and brings back 
ideas to help the middle school move 
forward. She leaves encouraging notes 
for those who need it and is often offer-
ing a listening ear and helpful solutions 
to struggles in the building. 

 
Connie has done, and continues to do, 

an amazing job of educating every stu-
dent and instilling a passion for reading 
into each child. 
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Taking a Close Look 

Students celebrate state’s 150th at   BPS 
 

Students at each of the elementary schools celebrated Nebraska’s birthday. At Paddock Lane Elementary 

and Stoddard Elementary, students got a taste of the pioneer life that helped shape Nebraska while Lincoln 

took a modern day approach to the celebration with Valentino’s and Runza providing lunch. All elemen-

tary students enjoyed a piece of cake or a cupcake in the afternoon. 



Stake Your Claim Beatrice 
Public Schools 

They first staked their claim with Beatrice Public Schools and now are among the best in the nation 

“BPS gave me the opportunity to explore.  Whether 

in the classroom, on the playing field, in student 

government, or performing on stage, BPS provided 

the opportunity to discover and be challenged – suc-

ceed and fail – the active engagement across many 

disciplines which enabled me to learn about myself 

and my community and the possibilities that lay be-

yond. That the first step to making a contribution is 

raising your hand.” 

  

David Maurstad, class of 1971 

Maurstad a leader in civic affairs, sports 

David Maurstad is cur-

rently Assistant Adminis-

trator for Federal Insur-

ance at the Federal Insur-

ance and Mitigation Ad-

ministration with the Fed-

eral Emergency Management Agency 

(a part of the Department of Homeland 

Security) where he leads the $3.5 bil-

lion National Flood Insurance Program 

(NFIP).   

“My role is to improve customer ex-

perience, ensure a stable and well run 

Federal Insurance Operations, and help 

adapt to and lead change based on in-

dustry trends and legislation for the 5.2 

million National Flood Insurance Pro-

gram policyholders,” said Maurstad. 

He is also the highest ranked  state of 

Nebraska official to graduate from Be-

atrice High School. From 1999 to 2001 

he served as Nebraska’s Lieutenant 

Governor. Maurstad was also a state 

senator, mayor of Beatrice and a Be-

atrice school board member. 

As Lieutenant Governor he presided 

over the Nebraska Unicameral Legisla-

ture, served as federal liaison, monitor-

ing and advocating legislation, trouble-

shooting and negotiating with federal 

agencies on behalf of the Governor’s 

office and state agencies, led the admin-

istration transition work for the Nebras-

ka Department of Health and Human 

Services (NDHHS), served as senior 

advisor on policy and budget. In addi-

tion he chaired the Nebraska Infor-

mation and Technology Commission, 

finalizing the first state-wide technolo-

gy plan. 

Maurstad graduated from the Univer-

sity of Nebraska-Lincoln. After gradu-

ating he was a golf professional for four 

years before returning to Beatrice and 

working with his father at Maurstad 

Insurance Services, Inc.  

The Beatrice Educational Foundation 

named him to its Hall of Fame in 2009. 

David Maurstad makes a presentation for 

FEMA. 

David Maurstad,  class of 1971 
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Board of Education 
March 23, 6 p.m. 

Committee of the Whole Meeting 

Connie Thornburg, middle school read-
ing teacher, was named the February Em-
ployee of the Month. She received a 
plaque and $50 in Beatrice Bucks.  

 

Superintendent Report 
Superintendent Pat Nauroth thanked 

people for attending the meeting. He 
asked the board to provide direction on 
how to handle the portable situation at 
Paddock Lane and the impact of the plan 
on proceeding with the hiring process for 
the elementary principal position. 

He said he and Steve Winter had re-
cently attended a STANCE (Students 
Taking Action for Nebraska Children’s 
Education) meeting. STANCE is a lobby-
ing group made up of superintendents and 
board members. Winter said that the state 
needs a tax system that is fair and bal-
anced. He shared that Nebraska schools 
receive 33 percent from state tax sources, 
but the national average is 47 percent. In 
addition, 49 percent of funds in Nebraska 
come from local taxes, but the national 
average is only 29 percent. Winter noted 
that it is not that schools are spending too 
much, but that they don’t receive enough 
funds. He also said the district will need 
to pay attention to LB118 and LB285 
which include the possibility of a voucher 
program being established to get state 
money for individuals that go to private 
schools.  

 

Student Update 
Student Board member Natalie Doering 

said all fifth graders are going to watch 
the Still Life of Iris at Community Play-
ers. On March 6, Lincoln Elementary stu-
dents will have their vocal music concert 
and March 7 is the concert date for Cedar 
Elementary. Both schools are also in the 
process of planning their family fun 
nights. The week of February 27—March 
3 is Read Across America Week and  both 
Paddock Lane and Stoddard will have 
visitors to help them celebrate the week. 

 

Committee of the Whole 
Jon Zimmerman, vice-president, said 

an update on graduation requirements was 
provided by Jason Sutter, high school 
principal, and Jackie Nielsen, curriculum 
director. With the change from NeSA to 
the ACT assessment they recommended a 
change in graduation requirements. 

Business Manager John Brazell gave 

an IDEA audit report. He noted a couple 
of policies are required and more docu-
mentation for special education transpor-
tation is also needed. 

Nauroth shared information on the 
school calendars. 

The meeting ended with a discussion 
on the short and long term strategic plan 
for the district. Nauroth said that enroll-
ment trends are changing and this looks 
to be more long term. He also gave infor-
mation on the possibility of a new metal 
building at Paddock Lane rather than 
replacing the portables. The importance 
of having administration in all the ele-
mentary buildings was also discussed. 

 

Audit Report 
Janet Byars reported that the commit-

tee met on Jan. 13 at the middle school 
and on Feb. 3 at Cedar Elementary.  

The middle school is very pleased with 
the direction of the building and student 
achievement is on track. The staff did ask 
if the board would consider bringing back 
the teams that used to be in place. 

The topics at the Cedar meeting in-
cluded: when a decision will be made 
about a potential move of Cedar students, 
class sizes, and a possible section reduc-
tion. The board informed the staff that is 
still their goal to have classes between 18 
to 22 students. The after-school program 
was also discussed and the staff supports 
that type of program. 

 
 

Public Forum 
Eight citizens including Brent Essink, 

Jason Moore, Eugene Fiester, Carla 
Schuster, Nakia Howe, Christie Moore, 
Brittany Thomas, and Angela Kobes,  
addressed the board on possible changes 
at Cedar Elementary. 

 

Action Agenda 
The board approved the 2017-18 and 

2018-19 school calendars. 
Approval was also given to a change in 

graduation requirements. 
Next, Nauroth shared some potential 

options for the elementary buildings con-
figuration: 

 Leave everything as is and make no 
changes 

 Add on to Paddock Lane and make it 
a three section building so Cedar 

could be used as a preschool-this 
would take a year 

 Move the Cedar students to the other 
three buildings and used Cedar for 
preschool-this could be done as soon 
as next year 

 Some variation of the aforementioned 
items 

Nauroth then stated that whether or not 
preschool is on the table, the district has 
to look at what to do with Cedar. The 
district is at a point where some reduc-
tions are going to have to be made over 
time to ensure the responsible fiscal use 
of both resources and facilities. School 
districts spend 85 percent of their budget 
on people. 

After discussion it was decided to table 
the action, further discuss it at the Febru-
ary COW and take action at the March 
board meeting. 

 

Next Meeting 
The next committee of the whole 

meeting will be March 23 at 6 p.m. at 
the Central Administration Building. 
The next Board of Education meeting 
will be on April 10 at 7 p.m. at the Cen-
tral Administration Building. 

 
 

Board Briefs 
A look at what happened at the board of education meeting. 

Beatrice 
Public Schools 

Board approves 2017-18, 2018-19 school calendars 

April 10, 7 p.m. 

Board of Education Meeting 


