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ers. She has presented to her peers at the 

BPS Para In-services. She strives to 

teach other paraprofessionals and teach-

ers what she has learned to help other 

students.  

She makes each person at school feel 

comfortable, is quick witted and ready 

with a joke or a smile. Without her, we 

would not be able to reach the amount 

of students with positive change that we 

do throughout the year 

Joyce truly finds the best in every 

situation and can put a smile on any-

one's face. She is always positive, and 

we at BPS are fortunate to have her on 

our team.” 

Wenzbauer named Employee of  the Month 

Joyce Wenzbauer in her classroom at Pad-

dock Lane. 

Becoming one of the best in the nation 

Monthly Update 

     One aspect of the Strategic Plan is to 
“ensure effective communication in order 
to unite all members of our partnership in 
achieving our mission and objective.” 

One aspect of the Strategic Plan is to 
“ensure effective communication in order 
to unite all members of our partnership in 
achieving our mission and objective.’ 

Each month the Beat will select one 
strategy along with a specific result and 
focus on one Action Step that has been 
completed. 

Strategy: We will stimulate and 
strengthen mutual engagement through-
out the community. 

Specific Result: Increase active involve-
ment of students, staff, and the board in 

community activities, organizations, and 
businesses. 

On Veterans Day both the middle and 
high schools held activities for students 
and invited veterans to join them. 

Beatrice Police Officer and military 
veteran Chris Whitfield spoke at the mid-
dle school and Senator Deb Fischer spoke 
at the high school. 

Joyce Wenzbauer is the October em-

ployee of the month. 

“Joyce is friendly, encouraging, talent-

ed, and a great asset to our district,” 

wrote her nominator. 

“She has a natural way of talking with 

the students and making them feel im-

portant. She cares for each of her stu-

dents in the department greatly and wants 

to help each student as much as she can 

throughout their school day. Joyce never 

gives up; she is willing to try new strate-

gies and/or approaches to reach the stu-

dents she serves.  Students enjoy their 

time with "W" and she with them. 

Joyce is always eager to attend train-

ings and share her knowledge with oth-

BHS Student Council members serve veterans and other attendees cookies and drinks following 

the Veterans’ Day program.  

In addition the Beatrice High School 
band members and vocal music students 
performed several patriotic songs, and the 
student council served homemade cook-
ies and coffee to veterans and attendees. 

Beatrice elementary students also had a 
variety of activities to recognize Veterans 
Day. 



Now they help students succeed in their hometown 

Beatrice 
Public Schools 

 

Staking Their Claim 

Beatrice Public Schools is fortunate to have staff members that not only work in its schools but also graduated from Beatrice High 

School. Included in this group are (front row) Chris Cullison, senior high; Betty Replogle, elementary principal; Jackie Nielsen, di-

rector of curriculum and instruction, Joan Doyle-Workman, senior high; Jenna Larson, Stoddard; Sydney Osburn, Cedar; Ryan Ste-

vens, Paddock Lane; Sarah Grosz, Cedar;  Lindsay Bent, Paddock Lane; (second row) Greg Sederberg, senior high; Kathryn Glenn, 

senior high; Chelsey Walters, senior high; Jill Wiens, Stoddard; Dana Workman, Paddock Lane; Jessica Wegner, Cedar;  Josh Bar-

nard, Paddock Lane; (third row) Chuck Hamilton, Compass Alternative School; Tabetha Jurgens, preschool; Kristin Hoffman, Pad-

dock Lane; Jenny Frerichs, Stoddard; Karen Gartner, Lincoln; Christine Schaaf, middle school; Tara Ringen, Lincoln; Beth Seder-

berg, senior high; Jen Prososki, senior high; (fourth row) Jason Sutter, senior high principal; Dawn Enns, Paddock Lane; Kristen 

Heidmenn, Paddock Lane;  Missy Timmerman, preschool; Pam McGhee; Lincoln; Tab Schuster, Stoddard; Holly Carpenter, middle 

school; Amber Martin, Lincoln; (back row) Ben Essam, middle school; Travis Schuster, Cedar and Lincoln; Jeff Junker, middle 

school. 



Stake Your Claim Beatrice 
Public Schools 

Dennis Byars narrates key portions of the classic tale, "A Christmas Carol," during a Beatrice Regional 

Orchestra concert in 2015. During his reading, all lights in the Hevelone Center went dark except for his 

spotlight. (Photo compliments of the Beatrice Daily Sun) 

They first staked their claim with Beatrice Public Schools and now are among the best in the nation 

‘Beatrice Public Schools teachers and administra-

tors taught me English, Math and Science, but al-

so respect for others through thought, word and 

deed.  If you show respect for others, you receive 

respect in return.  I have used that lesson through-

out my life and they were absolutely right.  I have 

held many leadership roles and helped many    

others meet their needs because of Beatrice Public 

Schools.  Working hard, studying hard and having 

the opportunity to be on the Student Council influenced my desire to  

establish public policy to ensure that all people are represented             

fairly and equitably.’ 

Dennis Byars, class of 1958  

Dennis Byars, class of 1958 

Beatrice Public Schools All-Stars 

Byars makes his mark by serving others 

Dennis Byars has lived a life of serving 

others. Even though he says  he is formal-

ly retired he continues to serve on numer-

ous boards that serve the needs of others. 

He is currently a member of the Gage 

County Board of Supervisors and chairs 

the Equalization Committee and Build-

ings and Grounds Committee. Byars is 

also chairman of the Region V Governing 

Board (which provides services to per-

sons with mental health needs); chairman 

of Region V Systems (which provides 

services to developmentally disabled per-

sons); a board member of the Nebraska 

Inter-Governmental Risk Management 

Association and is a member of the Board 

of Counselors for the University of Ne-

braska Medical Center.  

Professionally he was the Regional De-

velopment Director and then the Director 

of Community Resources for Mosaic. He 

then served as the Executive Director for 

the Beatrice Community Hospital Foun-

dation. Prior to this he worked in business 

as a real estate agent.  

Other public service has included being 

the District #30 State Senator from De-

cember 1988 to 1995 and again from 

1998 to 2006, past member of the Be-

atrice Board of Education, past chairman 

of the National Conference of State Leg-

islatures Standing Committee on Health, 

and past chairman of the National Associ-

ation of Councils on Developmental Disa-

bilities Public Policy Team. 

His involvement with helping others ex-

tends outside of his work. He has been a 

voting member from St. John Lutheran 

Church, Nebraska Synod Assembly since 

2000.   

Byars received the Good Neighbor Award 

(Person of the Year Award) from the Be-

atrice Chamber of Commerce. He has 

also received a number of awards for his 

work with public health. 

When not working to improve the lives of 

others he spends time with his wife, Janet 

and two sons and their families. “I enjoy 

spending time with my family, watching 

Husker football and volleyball games and 

when time permits, spending time in the 

beautiful Rocky Mountains of Colorado. 
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Board of Education 
Meetings 
Nov. 28, 6 p.m. 

Committee of the Whole Meeting 

Dec. 12, 7 p.m. 

Board of Education Meeting 

 

Joyce Wenzbauer was named the Octo-
ber Employee of the Month. She received 
a plaque and $50 in Beatrice Bucks.  

Susan Wait, fourth grade teacher at 
Lincoln Elementary, and her 2014-15 
class was recognized for having artwork 
on display at the Nebraska Association of 
School Boards hallways and also on its 
website. Each student’s artwork was fea-
tured in the design. 

 

Superintendent Report 
Superintendent Pat Nauroth asked the 

Board to give him alternate dates for the 
Committee of the Whole meeting in No-
vember. He also said work was being 
done with wall decals and pictures to 
make the administration building seem 
more school friendly. 

 

Student Update 
Student Board Member Natalie 

Doering was not present but President 
Lisa Pieper recognized the high school 
staff and students for the homecoming 
festivities noting it was a very nice week 
for the student body and community. 

 

Committee of the Whole 
Vice-President Jon Zimmerman said 

the Committee of the Whole heard a cur-
riculum review on music by Andrew 
Johnson, high school band, and Darren 
Lojo, elementary band. Johnson said the 
music is now part of the Every Student 

Succeeds Act. Lojo shared information 
on how he travels between six buildings 
for band instruction. Together they talked 
about a survey currently being given to 
every music student in the district. 

Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
Jackie Nielsen provided an assessment 
update noting that the district has made 
some good gains in testing. 

Business Manager John Brazell updat-
ed the board on the district’s fleet of vehi-
cles. 

School Community & Staff 
Relations Committee 

School Board member Janet Byars said 
the committee met at Paddock Lane Ele-
mentary School with Nancy Sedlacek and 
herself present. The discussion focused 
on the behavior models and also the in-
crease in behavioral issues district wide. 
Staff members also expressed their con-
tinued concern about the condition of the 
building and the portables being used. 

The committee also met with staffs at 
the middle school on Sept. 21 and with 
the high school on Sept. 28. Both discus-
sions centered on the elementary bond 
issue. 

 Action Agenda 
The board approved seven policies  

and voted to discontinue membership in 
the Greater Nebraska Schools Associa-
tion but continue membership in Schools 
Taking Action For Nebraska Children's 
Education (STANCE). 

 
Administrators’  Report 

High school activities principal Neal 
Randel recognized Joan Doyle-Workman 
and her Leadership Class, Chris Cullison, 
and Kevin Meyer for their help in making 
homecoming such a success. 

He also recognized the high school’s 
nominees for the Nebraska State Activi-
ties Association sponsored Believers & 
Achievers program, Tia Buhr and Josi 
Zimmerman. He said Tia has been select-
ed as a finalist and will be recognized at 
one of the NSAA state championship 
events. 

Randel then shared a report on student 
participation in school activities at the 
high school. He said there are many bene-
fits for students when they participate in 
activities including better attendance, 
fewer discipline problems, higher aca-
demic achievement and are less likely to 
use drugs or cigarettes. 

Next Meetings 
The next meeting of the Committee 

of the Whole will be on Nov. 28 at 6 

p.m. in the Central Administration 

Building. The next board meeting will 

be on Dec. 12 at 7 p.m. at the Central 

Administration Building. 

Board Briefs 
A look at what happened at the board of education meeting. 

Beatrice 
Public Schools 

District recognizes staff, student achievements 

Artwork created by students in Susan Wait’s fourth grade class during the 2014-15 school year. Each student 

created a bird and they were mounted on a design by a parent that helped with art throughout the year. It is 

currently on display at the Nebraska Association of School Boards and on their website. 

. 

Student artwork on display at NSAB 


